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the Society of Friends. She wrote many articles and books, and
some poems. She was distinguished for her benevolence, charm,
and ability. It was one of her stories which Cooper was reading
when he declared that he could write a better one, and to prove it
wrote Precaution; the story was probably one of either her New
Tales (1818) or Tales of the Heart (1820). Mrs. Opie died in
1853.
FROM CHARLES WILKES
New York, March 9, 1831
My dear Sir
I was much amused and obliged by your kind letter.
Every part of Europe seems in rather a combustible state
and even France, from what I can judge, is far from
being on a bed of roses. It is impossible not to feel a deep
sympathy for the Poles and yet mine does not extend so
far as to induce me to wish that France should interfere
to prevent Russia from suppressing, what Russia will call
at any rate, a downright insurrection—which would in-
evitably bring on, it appears to me, a general war—the
results of which who can foresee? Manguin's doctrines
and even our excellent LaFayette's, if they are truly re-
ported, would lead to consequences that must plunge
Europe in interminable wars. If the assertion of a people
of its own sovereignty would justify France in interfer-
ing, then whenever O'Connell's doctrines shall have pro-
duced resistance in Ireland, France would have a perfect
right to send over men and arms to assist them. Surely
this is going too far and is rather too like the propagan-
diste doctrines of the convention. I think, in old times, the
right to assist depended upon its being shewn previously
that the resisting power had the ability to maintain its
independence. I heartily wish that the Poles may shew
this ability, but I much doubt it—nor can I bring myself

